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time in a desolate condition, and its revenues were possessed by an uncle
of St Malachy till it should be re-established. This uncle resigned it to
his holy nephew that he might settle in it regular observance, and became
himself a monk under his direction in this house, which, by the care of
the saint, became a flourishing seminary of learning and piety, though not
so numerous as it had formerly been. St Malachy governed this house
some time, and, to use St Bernard's words, was in his deportment a living
rule and a bright glass, or, as it were, a book laid open in which all might
learn the true precepts of religious conversation. He not only always went
before his little flock in all monastic observances, but also did particular
penances and other actions of perfection which no man was able to equal;
and he worked with his brethren in hewing timber and in the like manual
labour. Several miraculous cures of sick persons, some of which St Bernard
recounts, added to his reputation. But the whole tenour of his life, says
this saint, was the greatest of his miracles; and the composure of his mind,
and the inward sanctity of his soul, appeared in his countenance, which
was always modestly cheerful. A sister of our saint, who had led a worldly
life, died, and he recommended her soul to God for a long time in the
sacrifice of the altar. Having intermitted this for thirty days, he seemed
one night to be advertised in his sleep that his sister waited with sorrow
in the churchyard and had been thirty days without food. This he
understood of spiritual food; and having resumed the custom of saying
mass, or causing one to be said for her every day, saw her after some time
admitted to the door of the church, then within the church, and some days
after to the altar, where she appeared in joy in the midst of a troop of
happy spirits, which vision gave him great comfort.1

St Malachy, in the thirtieth year of his age, was chosen Bishop of Connor
(now in the county of Antrim), and as he peremptorily refused to acquiesce
in the election, he was at length obliged, by the command of Imar and the
Archbishop Celsus, to submit. Upon beginning the exercise of his functions
he found that his flock were Christian in name only, but in their manners
savage, vicious, and worse than pagans. However, he would not run away
like a hireling, but resolved to spare no pains to turn these wolves into
sheep. He preached in public with an apostolical vigour, mingling tender-
ness with a wholesome severity; and when they would not come to the
church to hear him, he sought them in the streets and in their houses,
exhorted them with tenderness, and often shed tears over them. He offered
to God for them the sacrifice of a contrite and humble heart, and sometimes
passed whole nights weeping and with his hands stretched forth to heaven
in their behalf.

After some years the city of Connor was taken and sacked by the
King of Ulster; upon which St Malachy, with a hundred and twenty
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